
The Main Street Super-Performer
How to Use the Web to Find Your 

Next Skyrocketing Winner



cabotwealth.com | 2

It can be frustrating as independent investor when you realized you missed the latest soaring stock that 
seemed to come out of nowhere.

With so much information out there, it’s hard to keep track of all the new and emerging companies. 

But with the right checklist you can drastically improve your performance and find the companies that 
are poised to become the next Super-Performers.

We are fortunate that all the information we need we can obtain through the Internet. 

And as stock analysts, we are frequently asked what the best investment sites are to find good small-cap 
stocks. Each time, it’s explained what many already know: there is no such website.

But there are some that we consider to be the best web sites for small-cap investors to find, research, 
and follow up on small-cap stocks.

For the record, at Cabot Wealth Network uses a number of institutional-level research websites. Those 
are not covered here given the relatively high cost. For a website to make this list, it must be 100% free. 
(We have no affiliation with any of these websites and don’t receive anything for mentioning them.)

There are three areas that define the basic research process: These are (1) idea generation, (2) stock 
analysis and (3) idea capture and performance tracking.

BEST INVESTMENT SITES FOR SMALL-CAP IDEA GENERATION

Best Investment Sites for Stock Screening
When looking for stocks with very specific characteristics, a screening tool works best. To be effective, 
your criteria needs to be specific enough to weed out the riffraff, but broad enough to pull in enough 
results to give you something to work with.

For instance, a simple screen looks for stocks within a market cap range, say $200 million to $600 
million, with 20% revenue growth and 20% EPS growth over the last 12 months, and with a share 
price over $2.00.

You can rely on screeners from Yahoo! Finance, Google Finance, Zacks and Finviz. Each has pluses and 
minuses that are too numerous to mention. Reputable online brokers have screening tools too that 
might be even better.

https://cabotwealth.com/
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Best Investment Sites for ETFs and Mutual Funds
Another good source for idea generation are ETFs and mutual funds that already have predetermined 
criteria that approximate yours. The websites above will work for researching funds. But I think there are 
better sources available.

For finding ETFs, I use the research tab on XTF.com. You can specify a number of variables and then 
compare the ETFs that the website returns. When you want to dig deeper into the ETF, the XTF website 
allows you to see the 10 biggest holdings for free. To get the rest, you need to be a premium subscriber. 
But a quick workaround is to simply go the website of the ETF issuer and find a downloadable file of 
all index constituents. Ideally you can get this in Excel format so you can sort the data by column (for 
instance by market cap) to help speed up your analysis.

The Morningstar.com funds page (morningstar.com/funds) is also a great fund research resource 
for sifting through mutual funds. Some of the tools require you to register (for free), but once that’s 
done, the depth of information is significant (a premium subscription is available too). One of the nice 
things about many small-cap mutual funds is they don’t have a ton of stocks in them, so it’s a relatively 
quick process to look inside and pull out any names that strike your fancy. Again, you’ll need to go the 
specific fund’s website to get a downloadable file of all holdings since Morningstar limits your access to 
the first 25 holdings.

Best Investment Sites for Getting Creative
Many of the best small-cap investment ideas come from random sources. A conversation, a passing 
glance at something, or a magazine article. A lot of things can set off alarm bells that inspire you to find 
stocks to play the trend.

This approach requires a completely different tool than your standard stock screener. The best free tool 
is the SEC’s advanced full-text search tool. The tool lets you search SEC filings by keywords, then gives 
you a list of all filings in which that keyword has shown up over the last four years. It’s worth reviewing 
the tool’s FAQ page to understand how the search works so you can generate relevant results. 

For instance, if you search for “cloud software,” you’ll get a gazillion results with stocks all over the 
market cap spectrum. But if you search for “cloud AND software AND biotechnology,” and limit the filings 
searched to 10-Ks, you’ll get results that are much more specific to a certain concept.

Idea generation for small-cap stocks is inherently time consuming. Make sure you know that going in and 
set aside a reasonable amount of time. And remember, the more specific your search criteria are, the 
faster you’ll be to find relevant results.

https://cabotwealth.com/
http://www.xtf.com/ETF-Explorer
https://www.morningstar.com/funds
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BEST INVESTMENT SITES FOR SMALL-CAP STOCK ANALYSIS
Once you have a dozen or so stocks that seem intriguing, you need to dig deeper. Is it a buy now? Maybe 
a buy later? Or a no way in hell am I touching this thing! You need to do a little technical and fundamental 
analysis to figure it out.

Best Investment Sites for Technical Analysis/Charting Tools
There are so many charting tools out there that you’ll have no problem finding a good free one (if you 
haven’t already). But speed is critical, and the more windows you have open the longer it takes to move 
through stock analysis. This is especially true when using a lot of free websites that are supported by 
advertisements that slow things down. You should always go with the fastest website that gets the job 
done and presents the chart clearly. Two options stand out.

The first is stockcharts.com, which is a pure technical charting tool. It’s a favorite.

The second is interactive charting tool on the I-Metrix website. The homepage shows all the new SEC 
filings for that day, but if you click on the “Company” tab and enter your ticker symbol of choice, you’ll be 
directed to the company’s “Summary” page, which gives you the company’s basic info. In the upper right, 
you’ll see a little chart image. Click on it and you get a nice clean charting tool. The nice thing about this 
website is it also provides the basic company info for free, as well as access to recent SEC filings, all in 
one ad-free spot (the left sidebar has the navigation menu, and all items without a lock icon are free).

Best Investment Sites for Fundamental Research
The key to quick fundamental research is clean data presentation. Of the usual suspects—Yahoo! 
Finance, Google Finance and Seeking Alpha, many prefer Seeking Alpha since its financials page can 
seem faster than the other two.

There has yet to be a good, free resource that includes nicely lined up financials with horizontal analysis 
(year-over-year and quarter-over-quarter percentage changes for financial statement line items) and 
vertical analysis (income statement line items as a percentage of total revenue, for instance). This is 
ultimately something you need to pay for (or try your online broker, if you use one). Horizontal and 
vertical analysis are extremely helpful additions to straight-up financial statement analysis. 

Morningstar.com has a decent way of presenting this data for a reasonable subscription fee (and you get 
a lot more from the subscription too).

SEC Filings, Transcripts and Company Presentations
If a stock passes the high level technical and fundamental analysis check, then add the stock to your “do 
more research” list. When doing research, it’s good to rely on four key sources. 

https://cabotwealth.com/
http://stockcharts.com/
http://i-metrix.edgar-online.com/today.aspx
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The first is SEC filings like 10Ks and 10Qs. These have all the juicy details on the company, including 
what it does and how well it’s doing it, what the risks are, details on financial performance and all kinds 
of other information. You can find these in one of three locations; the company’s Investor Relations 
website, directly from the SEC.gov Company Filings website or from I-Metrix (select “All Filings” from the 
left-side navigation bar).

Two other useful resources for valuable tidbits are earnings call transcripts and company presentations. 
Seeking Alpha is a great source for free earnings call transcripts (search by ticker first then select the 
“Earnings,” then “Transcripts” tab. And if you navigate to the Investor Relations website for most publicly 
traded companies, they’ll have a recent company presentation available that gives a decent overview of 
what they do and their financial performance. These websites will also have a replay of the most recent 
earnings conference call available if you want to listen to it.

Lastly, it’s handy to see what analysts that are following a stock are saying. MarketBeat.com Analyst 
Ratings tends to be a good free resource for this. You have to close a couple of pop up adds, which gets 
annoying. But you can enter the desired ticker symbol and the site will tell you what the current analyst 
ratings are, and often what their price targets are. And of course, the “Analyst” tab on Yahoo! Finance is 
good for looking at analyst estimates in terms of dollar value and growth rate for the current quarter, 
next quarter, current year and next year.

SMALL-CAP STOCK IDEA CAPTURE AND PERFORMANCE TRACKING
Managing Your Files and Watch Lists
Once you have a number of small-cap stocks you’re interested in, you need to capture your research so 
you can follow-up on the stocks quickly and be ready to buy when you (and the stock) are ready.

First things first: dump all your downloads (SEC filings, presentations, etc.) into a company-specific 
folder on your computer so you don’t need to search the web for them again and again (Yes, this sounds 
obvious, but a lot of people fail to do it).

For really quick and efficient stock monitoring, you can’t beat a web-based watch list. Your online broker 
will have a tool for this. But the option used the most is the “Portfolio” tool from Google Finance. The key 
when setting up your watch list is to enter the date, the price of the stock on that date and a theoretical 
number of shares, so you’ll have a cost basis.

Use $1,000 as the theoretical position size. Just divide $1,000 by the share price, and you’ll get the 
number of shares. Enter that (you can enter the fractional amount for precision) and you’re good to go. 
Break up your watch lists by theme, market cap or whatever seems to make sense to you. As time goes 
by, be sure to cull the “losers” that you’ve lost interest in. And you can probably delete the “winners” too 
since you’ve likely bought them!

Hopefully, with these a few resources and/or processes here can help you find the best investment sites 
to research small-cap stocks.

https://cabotwealth.com/
https://www.sec.gov/edgar/searchedgar/companysearch.html
http://www.marketbeat.com/ratings/USA/latest/
http://www.marketbeat.com/ratings/USA/latest/
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This special report is published by Cabot Wealth Network. Cabot is neither a registered investment advisor nor a registered broker/dealer.

Neither Cabot nor our employees are compensated in any way by the companies whose stocks we recommend. Sources of information are 
believed to be reliable, but are in no way guaranteed to be complete or without error. Recommendations, opinions or suggestions are given with 
the understanding that readers acting on the information assume all risks involved.

We encourage readers of this report to consult with an independent financial advisor with respect to any investment in the securities mentioned 
herein. Any opinions, projections and predictions expressed in this profile are statements as of the date of this publication and are subject to 
change without further notice. Past performance may not be indicative
of future results.

© Cabot Wealth Network. Copying and/or electronic transmission of this report is a violation of the copyright law.
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Tyler Laundon is chief analyst of the limited-subscription advisory, 
Cabot Small-Cap Confidential and grand slam advisory Cabot Early 
Opportunities. He has spent his entire career managing, consulting 
and analyzing start-up and small-cap companies. His hands-on 
experience has taught Tyler that the development of a superior 
business model is the biggest factor in determining a company’s 
long-term success. Accordingly, his research focuses on assessing the 
viability of management’s growth strategies, trends in addressable 
markets and achievement of major developmental milestones.

Tyler’s small-cap portfolios favor a high allocation to stable, high 
growth companies, upon which he layers strategic purchases of 
higher risk, event-driven investments. He first began publishing his 
analysis of small-cap opportunities in 2009. Since 2012, he has led his 
subscribers into 10 doubles. Between 2012 and September, 2015 his 
small-cap recommendations generated cumulative returns of over 
2,300%, including both winners and losers, and outperformed the 
Russell 2000 Index by an average of 28% per year.

Prior to joining Cabot, Tyler founded and operated a small business 
for 15 years. He then worked as a consultant for start-up technology 
companies, as well as Vermont’s largest health care institution. 
From 2009 to 2015, he was the chief analyst of growth stocks at 
Wyatt Investment Research, where his research spanned the full 
spectrum of the growth stock universe, from micro-cap start-ups to 
multi-national mega-caps.

Tyler holds a B.S. and MBA from The University of Vermont, where 
he graduated Valedictorian. He has been a long-time contributor to 
the Wall Street’s Best Investments, has been quoted by U.S. News & 
World Report, and has presented investing ideas and strategies for 
The Money Show and Bloomberg Markets LiveINSIGHTS.
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